Gonadotrophic hormones and testicular descent.
The effect of fetal decapitation on gubernacular development and testicular descent was studied in the pig. Gubernacular development was unaffected and testicular descent occurred normally in decapitated fetuses. Neither testicular descent nor gubernacular development could be induced by HCG or LH-RH, administered to naturally unilateral cryptorchid prepuberal pigs in doses comparable to those used in human therapy. Gubernacular development and, subsequently, testicular descent seem to be independent of gonadotrophic stimulation.